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Eucalyptus urnigera is easily the best of this genus and looks well
in association with Scots pine and larch. E. giganfea is very
decorative as a small tree with long pendulous glaucous leaves,
larger than in most other species, but it still has to prove its
hardiness over a longer period. E. niphophylla with even larger
leaves, appears to be hardy at Crarae.

ARDKINGLAS

This lovely woodland garden, the property of Mg. Joun NosLE
and his brother, Mg. MicuaerL NosLE, M.P., is situated near the
head of Loch Fyne, and gets an appreciably higher rainfall than
does Crarae. It is also more sheltered and the plantings along the
north-east side of the drive are in the shelter of some very fine old
beech trees and enormous conifers, some planted about 1810,
which include a number of specimens which are among the largest
in Great Britain of their particular species. The tallest 4bies grandis
is about 165 feet high and has a clean stem. A four-stemmed
specimen of Abies alba is about 150 feet high and was probably
planted about 250 years ago, a most magnificent tree. These make
a superb background for the rhododendrons, of which both the
growth and flowering is excellent. In twenty-four years, a delight-
ful pale form of ‘Cornish Cross’ has made a bush 18 feet high by
15 feet across and covers itself with flowers. R. mallotum, a very
good deep red form with large leaves covered below with a rusty
indumentum, has reached 12 feet, while a small R. bullatum
flowers freely at 4 feet. Two large bushes of the cream form of
‘Penjerrick’, twenty to twenty-five years old, are a very beautiful
sight against the dark green background.

An unusual seedling raised from R. houlstonii x ‘Penjerrick’ is
lovely with white flowers, tipped pink in the bud, and has probably
only shown its value as a large plant (Fig. 11). Perhaps, however,
the most outstanding rhododendron in the garden at the time of
my visit was ‘ Elsie Phipps” ( R. souliei X ‘Penjerrick”), the flowers
being bell shaped, slightly frilled at the edge, a delicate pink,
fading almost to white, while the buds are deep pink and the leaves
of soulier form, slightly rounded and blue-green in colour. As a small
domed tree 10 feet high by 10 feet through it is of rare and
unusual beauty (Fig. 15).

R.‘Coresia’ (* Cornish Cross” x ‘Penjerrick’) is a floriferous tree
15 feet by 10 feet and covered with good pink flowers contrasting
well with an 8-foot specimen of R. campylocarpum covered
with its lemon-yellow flowers (Fig. 12). R. maddenii has reached
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8 feet by 8 feet and covers itself with flowers. This is the form
previously called calophyllum. R. lindleyi also does well. Among
the late-flowering species R. auriculatum has grown to 12 feet high
and 20 feet through and flowers well. A large group of R.
augustinii promises well for the future. Many of the hybrids have
been received as small plants as gifts from Bodnant and have only
shown their full beauty on attaining a large size. Among the rarer
conifers one should mention particularly Tsuga mertensiana and
Fitzroya patagonica, but there are many more.

Deciduous azaleas have been kept separate and are planted in
wide borders between the house and the loch, as well as alongside
the walled garden. In flower these present a spectacle of great
colour brilliance.

Since the war Mr. MicHAEL NosLE has been raising a large
number of seedlings. He is specializing in the Maddenii Series and
the more tender species like elliottii and eriogynum. He believes
that while it may be difficult to improve these by hybridizing them
from the point of view of their flowers he hopes to improve both
the habit and the hardiness by judicious crossing.

The wild garden is now being extended further up the River
Kinglas, where the steep banks provide shelter and a very delight-
ful natural situation for these plants. It may also give the rather
rare combination of pleasures of catching a salmon and landing him
amid a bank of Maddenii rhododendrons in full flower.

TIGH-AN-RUDHA, ARDRISHAIG

In this garden perched just above the loch, Mrs. K. L. KENNETH
has brought together since 1950 a notable collection of rhodo-
dendrons, particularly of the more unusual species. Many of the
plants are still relatively small, but they are growing well as
befits a garden in such a favoured site. Mrs. KenNETH told us that
her garden was almost frost free. The rainfall is appreciably
higher here than at Crarae, though only 15 miles distant. By the
porch of the house a fine specimen of R. joknstoneanum in full
flower sets the tone for the rest of the garden. It is indeed a most
lovely plant with its delicate creamy bells and deeper yellow
throat. An unusual species is R. chrysanthemum, a plant 8 feet by
8 feet, grown from seed of Rock 22272. This plant received an
Award of Merit at the Edinburgh Show, and its flowers are
described elsewhere in this book, but it was unfortunately over at
the time of our visit. Among the tender species R. lindleyi flowers
well, slightly pinkish in bud and shaded with yellow. There are also









36 RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA YEAR BOOK

I am much indebted to the owners of these gardens both for their
kindness and hospitality, and also for their help in supplying in-
formation. I am particularly indebted to Sik GEorGE CAMPBELL for
much hospitality and kindness, and to his son, Mr. ILAay CAMPBELL,
who gave up several days to accompany me and to help with
information.



DWARF RHODODENDRONS
AT BRANKLYN, PERTH
By DOROTHY G. RENTON

ROWING dwarf rhododendrons in Central Scotland does

not require an exceptional amount of skill provided the soil
is lime-free and the situation is not too dry. Our garden in Perth-
shire extends to a little over two acres with a south and south-west
exposure. One-fourth consists of rock garden and screes, and three-
fourths informal borders and grass paths.

The larger borders are filled with trees, flowering shrubs and
rhododendrons and the margins are planted with herbaceous plants
of all kinds including meconopsis, lilies and spring-flowering bulbs.

We use blocks of peat extensively for edging the borders and
building peat walls. These ““peateries”” have the advantage of look-
ing attractive, levelling or terracing sloping borders, and conserv-
ing moisture in this very dry garden.

The smaller rhododendrons can be rather dull and inconspicuous
when grown in large clumps by themselves but they make a most
interesting collection when planted with some consideration. Their
colours are varied and their foliage attractive and they provide
a delightful background and shelter for other small ericaceous
plants.

We incorporate peat in the soil when planting and give a light
top dressing of peat and leaf soil annually. The only other main-
tenance is cutting all dead wood away from the plants as they grow
older and transplanting can be done at almost any time of year
provided conditions are not too dry.

The foundation of our rhododendron collection was laid by seeds
from the expeditions of Forrest, Rock and KinepoN-WARD in
1923—4 onwards. Many of the earliest numbers have been lost
owing to garden neglect during the last War but most of the plants
have survived, which is a tribute to their hardiness. Some of those
original plants are forms of R. racemosum which will grow to 6 feet
but they are adaptable plants and can be pruned when necessary
without harm. A good dwarf form of Forrest No. 19404 has par-
ticularly bright pink flowers, but the most compact form of all is
Rock No. 59688. We have grown it for twenty-eight years and it
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comfortable and natural wherever they are positioned, and their
various colours and forms of foliage can be used with most flower
arrangements with every confidence of success.

For a Japanese effect ferns and moss in abundance were a must,
but no grass-mown paths, only large paved stepping-stones to
loiter on, then view and enjoy the beauty. A small pool together
with the royal fern growing by, Iris kaempferi and I. laevigata in
flower on either side of the stone crossing all fitted into the scheme
as wished.

The authenticity of the exhibit would not be complete without
Japanese stone lanterns; this created a puzzle. Here a loyal friend
who is a keen horticulturist and a wise counsellor, especially con-
cerning such matters, came to my aid and made the necessary
arrangements to lend the Society five perfect stone lanterns. All
were of different design, the tallest, being about 12 feet high, tiered
skywards through the branches of a lopsided acer and looked most
typical, while the smallest squatted comfortably under the branches
of a metasequoia.

When placing the Kurumes into position, great care was taken
to keep the pastel-coloured ones together to be viewed over and
around the pool immediately facing the embankment entrance.
The harder colours were arranged together on the far side of the
pagoda, away from the entrance where they could only be viewed
by themselves, thus preventing colour clashing.

HISTORY

Kurume azaleas are small-leafed, dwarf-growing, evergreen shrubs,
most free-flowering and when in bloom the flowers are so plentiful
that the leaves are smothered, leaving a mass of colour ranging
from pure white to flesh pink, through the pinks to deep rose
salmon, pale lavender to rosy mauve, deep rose to red and even
scarlet.

It may be wise here to explain how and why this group of
Kurume azaleas became known as the ‘“Wilson Fifty”. During
1914 the late Dr. E. H. WiLson was sent by the Authorities of
the Arnold Arboretum to the Orient in search of new and rare
plants. While in Japan he was taken by the then principal of the
Yokohama Nursery Company on a visit to the nurseries and
gardens in the district a few miles north of Tokyo. It was here that
he first became acquainted with the many variants of Kurume
azaleas. He was so impressed that he obtained specimens, dried
them, and sent them to the Herbarium at the Arnold Arboretum,
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azalea ‘Gumpo’. Many beautiful associated plants, such as Pieris
Japonica and P. forrestii, halesia, Nandina domestica, enkianthus and
others, were grouped with the rhododendrons and azaleas.

Prentice Nursery and Decorating Company was the third-place
winner. The central attraction in this large display was a waterfall
among the huge rockery, with a large bronze crane beside a pool at
the base of the falls. The background was built up of many ‘“ Mor-
gan’” hybrid rhododendrons. Of the named varieties in combination
there were the purple ‘A. Bedford” and the creamy ‘Mrs. Betty
Robertson’, ‘ Purple Splendour’ and yellow azaleodendron ‘ Brough-
tonii Aureum’. The brilliant red R. ‘Griersims’ stood off alone.
In the foreground, the white evergreen azalea‘ Treasure’ was planted
in drifts. Of the associated plants, the most prominent were English
yew, Japanese cut-leaf maple and weeping maple. Sagina moss was
used profusely around the rocks and as a ground cover.

Sears Roebuck Company received Honourable Mention in the
large class of displays. It was dominated by a Japanese motif and
included a circular opening in a background cedar fence, while on
the spacious lawn in the foreground was a Japanese manikin. ‘Pink
Pearl’, ‘Naomi’, and ‘ Purple Splendour’ were used in abundance.

A very interesting and different type of exhibit was presented by
the Mount Ranier Alpine Gardens and it took third place in the
smaller size landscape displays. It was composed of thirty-two alpine
rhododendron varieties and species, with many associated plants.
All were well labelled for identification. A few of the outstanding
plants were R. ledoides, R. keleticum, both in purplish red, and
the odd bell-shaped R. campylogynum var. cremastum in wine
colour. Azaleas ‘Rosebud’ and ‘Progress’ were the best named
varieties.

Another competitive landscape display was entered by Pacific
Northwest Nurseries Inc., which was in the smaller size group. It
had a very fine large plant of the white R. “Queen of the May”’, a
good R. ‘ Mme. Chauvin’, purple ‘Purpureum Grandiflorum’, with
a purple beech and Acer palmatum, the green Japanese maple.

Hopkins Nursery had a split cedar fence in the rear of a planting
of a mollis % occidentale hybrid, ‘Blue Peter’, ‘ Alice’, and a group
of light red Prof. J. H. Zaayer’ with azalea ‘Glamour’. Associated
plants were Mugho pine, Table Mountain pine and Fiburnum
davidi.

Wright Nursery and Landscape Service exhibit was centred
around a patio fountain with pale lavender rhododendrons, light
red azaleas and red-leaf Japanese maple.
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Seven Firs Nursery had a small setting using a garden bench
as the focal point, with three good purple rhododendrons com-
plemented by yellow ‘Altaclarense’ azaleas. The theme was a gar-
dener’s nook with garden tools and burlap-balled rhododendron
plants in preparation of planting.

As usual, the University of Washington Arboretum displayed a
fine collection of species and hybrid rhododendrons and azaleas
under the direction of Brian MuLLicaN. Outstanding was a group
of five 8-foot high *Mrs. E. C. Stirling’, ‘ Countess of Derby’, and
a fragrant fortune hybrid of unusual shaped tubular flowers, whose
colour was a good shell-pink with a yellow throat. In another group
were several fine ‘ Vulcan” and three large pink azaleas ‘ Exquisita’,
Of the unusual associate plants were Vaccinium floribundum from
Ecuador and Fancouveria hexandra, the foliage plant with a tiny
white tubular flower that appears to be mounted upside down on the
stem. The plants are about 12 inches high, and are indigenous to the
west coast of North America, from Vancouver Island to California,
but are not at all common.

Seedling Class: The top honour in the seedling rhododendron
class went to the hybridizer, Mr. Harpupon LEM of Seattle, for his
Nerid-discolor x ‘Goldsworth Yellow’ hybrid. The lax truss con-
taining from nine to ten blooms, 2% inches in diameter by 2 inches,
were pale peach in colour with a large and prominent calyx. Buds
were deep salmon colour, leaves 2 inches by 6 inches of a good bright
green.

Second award was won by the late ANDRE Osteo for a cross be-
tween ‘R. W. Dyke’ X ‘Mrs. Donald Graham’. The clear light
pink without markings, except for a darker throat, was also the re-
cipient of the American Rhododendron Society Plant Award. The
blooms were large, up to 44 inches in diameter by 2 inches, trumpet-
shaped and approximately nine flowers in alax truss. Another OsTeo
hybrid, recently named ‘ Edward Dunn’, was in third place. It also
received a Plant Award. In all there were about twenty plantsin the
seedling class.

Cut Truss Section: Seedling Class: In first place was the magnifi-
cent shell-pink complex rhododendron hybrid ‘ Marinus Koster” x
‘Snow Queen’, won by its hybridizer, H. L. Larson of Tacoma. The
huge 5}-inch blooms by 1% inches, were of good substance and the
tight truss of fourteen flowers measured 8 inches by 8 inches. Leaves
averaged 21 inches by 6} inches and were dark green.

The number two truss in the seedling class was a Darlene cross
griersonianum X ‘Armistice Day’, won by H. LEm of Lem’s Nursery.
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cultivar names. Following more extended work in the camellia
centres of western and southern United States, he expects to
return to Britain during the blooming season of 1961 to study,
photograph and prepare herbarium specimens. In 1962 a visit will
be made to Japan for the same purpose.

Co-operation of camellia specialists is needed to determine
locations of private holdings of catalogues, unpublished data on
parentages of camellia cultivars, and the locations of outstanding
living collections, together with information on thelr history and
their availability for study purposes.

Persons having information or material that would be useful to
this study are invited to advise Mr. RaLpu N. PriLsrick accord-
ingly, addressing him at the L. H. Bailey Hortorium, Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York.



CAMELLIAS IN THE HUNTINGTON
BOTANICAL GARDENS,
SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA

By WILLIAM HERTRICH
(Curator Emeritus)

AMELLIAS in the Huntington Gardens number several

thousand, ranging in size from small seedlings to the speci-
men plants 18 feet tall. Camellia japonica is represented in greatest
numbers with over one thousand different cultivars. Other species
represented are C. reticulata, C. sasanqua, C. saluenensis, C. rusti-
cana, C. taliensis, C. cuspidata, C. fraterna, C. maliflora, C. oleifera,
C. pitardii.

The collection had its beginning in about 1895, when three
camellia plants were bought, by a former owner of the premises,
as part of the landscape arrangement in connection with the plant-
ing adjacent to the residence. The late HEnry E. HunTINGTON
acquired the property (540 acres) in 19038 for the purpose of con-
verting part of it into a private residential park for family use.
At that date camellia culture in Southern California was restricted
primarily to a few commercial establishments growing Camellia
Japonica, mostly for the cut-flower trade.

The first purchase of camellia plants for the Huntington estate
was made about 1908 or 1909, when an opportunity presented
itself and two dozen shrubs were obtained from a local plant
nursery which was discontinuing its operation of growing camellias
for the cut-flower trade. The second addition to that small begin-
ning occurred in 1913, when an entire collection of oriental plants
became available. The occasion was the disposition of a house,
plant-stock and property located in neighbouring Pasadena. It had
been a landmark as a Japanese tea-house and garden. The house
structure itself may still be seen in the Oriental Garden on the spot
to which it was then moved. This portion of the Huntington
Gardens was under construction in 1912. It was designed to give
pleasure to the Huntington family during their residence there;
not only as a part of the unique landscaping scheme but also to
provide a large, natural grouping of oriental shrubs and small
trees, of which camellias are now predominant.
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this practice is its adverse affect on the oak trees ( Quercus agrifolia)
since the amount of water required for the plants disturbs the
balance of the oak trees’ normal water needs. Study of the alterna-
tive plant material as a substitute for the oaks has resulted in the
recommendation of the following suitable shade trees: Prunus
caroliniana, Pittosporum undulatum, Ligustrum japonicum, Pinus
halepensis and other broad-headed pines. All of these possess
potential beauty and dignity for such uses. Furthermore they have
proved themselves adaptable to Southern California. Also con-
sidered for experiment, is the familiar Sequoia sempervirens
(California Redwood). When the health of the oak has been
weakened, the dread disease of oak-root fungus, drmillaria mellea,
all too frequently sets in and is fatal to the host it attacks. Sequozia
sempervirens, thus far, has proved resistant to this fungus. How-
ever, the recommendation of the California Redwood must be
tempered by the fact that it is not a spreading tree. A possible
added disadvantage is its habit of producing many surface roots
which might compete for the nourishment which the smaller plants
need and must find fairly close to the surface of the soil. In
Southern California the successful culture of camellia shrubs
depends, in some instances, on planting methods. Some of the
failures can definitely be traced to this initial step. The peril of
the plants often lies in setting them too deep, particularly where
large holes have been prepared in heavy soils. Unless adequate
drainage is provided, a reservoir is thus formed and holds water
and the result is saturation, a condition detrimental to camellias.
Two important rules which must be observed are thorough firming
of the back-fill (soil taken from the hole and mixed with other
suitable material) and ample allowance for subsequent settling. In
extremely compact, non-pervious clay, soil holes should be dug
which are shallower and are two to three times as broad. In this
case, the ball of earth should be placed at least half above the
surrounding grade. This requires a fill of suitable soil above the
existing grade and some means of retaining the top soil. Very
satisfactory results have been achieved in the Huntington Gardens
by following this method.

Camellia plants can be safely moved at almost any season pro-
vided they are not in new, lush growth. The period closest to
dormancy is just preceding flowering and the closer it is to the
dormant period the safer it is to transplant them. Self-sown
seedlings in the field usually form long tap-roots lacking the
necessary fibre-roots and are difficult to transplant if the tap-roots



CAMELLIAS IN THE HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
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prize went to MR. BARrRANGER and Mrs. UrQuuarT won the
third with a variety shown under the name of ‘Saturnia’. Here
Cor. Siz Rareu CrLarxE showed a good specimen of ‘Nigra’, a
variety seldom seen, but not, presumably, of sufficient merit to
warrant the particular attention of our judges.

Any semi-double, white varieties not specified elsewhere were
exhibited in Class 16. There were seven exhibits and the first
prize went to Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp for ‘Gauntlettii’,
followed by Mgr. pE RotHscHILD for second prize, showing the
same variety. The uncommon ‘Le Leys’, entered by Lorp
Aserconway and the National Trust, won third prize. In the class
calling for any semi-double variety not provided for elsewhere,
Mgs. UrQuuarT was a truly worthy winner with a magnificent
specimen of a variety called ‘Nancy Bird’. This plant was 44 inches
across, coloured bright pink on a pale background and flecked with
some limited, pale crimson streaks. To round off the Sub-section,
twelve exhibitors entered for Class 19, which demanded any three,
semi-double varieties. Mrs. UrgQuuarT was first with her spuri-
ously named ‘Saturnia’, ‘Lady Vansittart’ and a good flower of
‘Donckelarii’. Second prize went to Mr. BARRANGER, with three
flowers not showing any great variety in colour or form, and third
prize was awarded to Mr. Try.

As ever competition was bound to be at its keenest in Class 20
for ‘Elegans’ and here there were eleven good exhibits. In face
of sharp competition the first prize was worthily awarded to
Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp, the second to the Duke oF
Devonsuire and the third to Mr. Try. Pacony-formed or
anemone-formed, red varieties were shown in Class 23, where
Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp again took first prize with a very
fine bloom of ‘Anna Bruneau’. Second prize went to the Crown
Estate Commissioners for their exhibit of ‘Althaeaflora’ and
Mgs. UrQuuaRT gained the third with the lesser-known variety
‘Red Prince’. In a similar class for white-flowered varieties there
were only three exhibits, but, as no prize was awarded, a rather
nice example of ‘Platipetala’ was unacknowledged. Inevitably
that distinctive camellia, ‘D. Herzilia de Freitas Magalhaes’, was
bound to win first prize in some part of the Competition and it did
so in Class 25 when shown by Mgs. Urguuart. This magnificent
variety—which Mgrs. UrQuuarT was instrumental in bringing
from Portugal—is anemone-formed and coloured pale crimson
with a distinct purplish tinge around the edges of the petals and
the larger petaloids. Camellia ‘ Eugene Lize’, which is rarely seen
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in our Competitions, won second prize for Lorp ABERCONWAY and
the National Trust, while another unusual variety, ‘ Ha-Na-Tachi-
Bawa’, was given third prize when shown by Mg. pE RoTHSCHILD.

In the view of many people the best bloom in the Show was
that of “Augusto L. Gouveia Pinto’, in Class 26, for any anemone-
or pacony-formed variety not provided for otherwise. The speci-
men shown by the Misses Gopman was 5 inches across and far
outshone the other exhibits. This old variety is rarely grown but
it is well worthy of cultivation, particularly under glass, and the
exhibitors are to be congratulated on showing a flower of
such perfection. A worthy second prize was given to Messrs.
Waterer, Sons & Crisp for showing the American variety ‘R. L.
Wheeler’. Another class which offered serious competition to all
competitors was No. 27, for three anemone- or pacony-formed
varieties. Mrs. UrQuuarT proved to be a worthy winner with
three blooms, in perfect condition, of ‘D. Herzilia de Freitas
Magalhaes’, ‘Red Prince’ and the rarely seen ‘Kenny’—an
anemone-centred variety of good substance and a rich pink. The
second prize went to Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp and the
third to Mg. Try.

Variation in form and colour was to be found in Class 28, for
‘Contessa Lavinia Maggi’, and the first prize went to a flower of
what we associate with the generally accepted form. This was
shown by Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp. Second prize went to
Mprs. UrQuuart for a variety with a distinctive pink blush. An
interesting variant showing a few stamens was exhibited by Mr.
Try, but it went without an award. The Duke oF DEVONSHIRE
was the undoubted winner of the first prize for ‘Mathotiana’;
his dark red form was particularly outstanding and besides being
a good colour, it was 4} inches across. Variety ‘ Mathotiana Rosea’
was called for in Class 31 and amid a high standard the first prize
went to the Crown Estate Commissioners, the second to Mgs.
UrquuarT, and the third to Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp. As
far as ‘ Mathotiana Alba’ was concerned, in the next class, Mgzs.
UrQuuART secured the first prize with a large bloom of fine quality
and Messrs. Waterer, Sons & Crisp were second. Eight exhibitors
entered in Class 84 for ‘Imbricata Rubra’ and MR. BARRANGER
won first prize with a bloom of tightly-packed petals, while a
specimen of more open character won second place for Mr. pE
RoTtHscHILD,

In Class 85 the high quality of flowers exhibited by the Misses

Gopman gained them first prize with a really good bloom of
I









































































































































